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Why climate adaptation for water, agriculture, 

and natural resource management?

•	 Food and water will become scarce commodi-

ties because of population growth, increasing 

climate variability and environmental degrada-

tion. At the same time, the poor rely heavily 

on natural resources to cover their most basic 

needs. In most developing countries agricul-

tural water accounts for the largest share of 

water use. 

•	 Developing new water resources is expensive, 

and the performance of existing infrastructure 

needs to be improved through sustainable 

agricultural water management.This requires 

more effective partnerships between govern-

ments, farmers, and the private sector.

•	 Climate risk management needs to be inte-

grated into water, agriculture, and natural 

resource management strategies. Improved 

water management, hydrological mainte-

nance of watersheds, and enhanced soil 

fertility benefit our society and help to make 

countries more resilient to climate change. 

So, there is a need to share these innovative 

management approaches between countries 

and regions.

Our objectives

Support countries by providing practical and in-

novative approaches in agricultural water manage-

ment, adaptation measures to cope with climate 

risks, and strategic planning to sustain natural 

capital. We work closely with and through regional 

and country-based partners to help them develop 

customized programs that respond to their spe-

cific needs. Our approaches are: 

South-South learning 
•	 Regional knowledge sharing of good prac-

tices and innovations in climate adaptation 
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across regions, with a focus on Africa and 

South-East Asia. 

•	 Structured peer-to-peer exchanges on best 

practices and lessons learned on agricultural 

water management, natural resource manage-

ment, and sustaining natural capital with a 

focus on Africa.

Knowledge exchange and structured learning
•	 Managing Agricultural Water under Climate 

Challenges – innovative learning program 

on sustainable agricultural water, land-water 

management and climate adaptation practices 

using multimedia products, simulation games, 

role plays, and case studies. 

•	 Sustaining Natural Capital – structured learn-

ing using country case studies 

•	 On demand peer-to-peer knowledge exchang-

es with a focus on Africa

•	 Executive learning program on climate change 

for private-sector leaders in agri-business

Networks and innovative knowledge platforms
•	 Regional knowledge platforms: Improved agri-

cultural water management and climate adap-

tation. Focus on Eastern and Southern Africa.

•	 Informal West African steering committee 

on agricultural development with a focus on 

climate adaptation

•	 African country network: Valuing natural capital 

through enhanced sustainable land and natu-

ral resource management

Our audience

Policy makers and practitioners involved in shap-

ing and implementing development projects and 

strategies related to the management of agricul-

tural water, land-water, and natural resources.

Our partners

•	 African Institute for Capacity Development 

(AICAD)

•	 Institute of Resources Assessment (IRA), Dar es 

Salam University, Tanzania

•	  International Fund for Agricultural Develop-

ment (IFAD)

•	 TerrAfrica Program

•	 International Institute for Climate Research 

and Social Sciences, Columbia

•	 Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, 

France 

•	 Japan International Development Agency

•	 UK Department for International Development

•	 InWEnt – Capacity Development International
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